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in the English character, but diverted it into more fruitful
channels. Instead of the energies and resources of the nation
being frittered away in futile schemes of aggrandizement on
the Continent, they were now turned in the direction of
commerce and colonization. Yet behind all the Elizabethan
schemes of discovery, colonization and commercial expansion,
the driving force was the sense of nationalism born in a large
measure of the struggle with Spain. At this period the
Spanish monarchy bestrode the world like a colossus,
dominating alike the Old World and the New, ruling or
controlling the greater part of Western Europe, South
America and the West Indies, and through its conquest of
Portugal embracing even India in its sphere of influence.
The domination of Spain seemed to menace not only the
religious liberties of Englishmen but also their economic
existence. It was the general belief that England could be
brought to her knees by the expedient of cutting off her
trade. The writer of a letter to the Pope in 1569 remarked :
*' The more part of this nation lives by the merchandise that
goes out of and comes into the realm, and inability to export
the one or manipulate the other will certainly cause an
insurrection " 1. At the same time the Spanish ambassador
in England informed his master that " whenever Flemish
matters are calm, and your majesty and the French King
choose to stop English commerce, without even drawing the
sword, they will be obliged to adopt the Catholic religion " 2.
By hampering our trade, as Napoleon did over two centuries
later, Philip II. was able to inflict great distress upon the
country3. " The Spaniard ", wrote Harborne 4 in 1588,
" knowing the welfare of our country to depend very much
on the vent of our native commodities, not only forbade the
use and bringing into any part of his dominions, but also
then practised with the Emperor and his Hanse towns and
no less with the Easterly countries to the like effect "9 thereby
to compel the English merchant " to surcease his trade ",
and reduce " the great number of poor people (thereby set
1 State Papers Rome, 1558-1571, p. 303.
1 State Papers Spanish, 1568-1579, p. 85 (1568).
1 Infra, vol. iii. 303.                    * For Harborne, see infra, p. 336.